THE GOVERNOR
State of Yap

EMERGENCY EXECUTIVE DECLARATION NO. 2011 - 001

DECLARATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY

DECLARING A STATE OF EMERGENCY TO PRESERVE PUBLIC HEALTH AGAINST
THE SPREAD OF THE DENGUE VIRUS

WHEREAS, Dengue Fever is caused by any one of four related viruses transmitted by
mosquitoes, and results in symptoms including high fever, body aches, joint pain, and sometimes
pain behind the eyes, diarrhea and vomiting; and

WHEREAS, there are not yet any vaccines to prevent infection with the Dengue virus
and the most effective protective measures are those that avoid mosquito bites. When infected
with the Dengue virus, early recognition and prompt supportive treatment can substantially lower
the risk of developing severe illness; and

WHEREAS, the Yap State Department of Health Services identified an initial case of
Dengue Fever in the State on September 1, 2011. As of November 21, 2011, the Yap State
Department of Health Services has identified 400 suspected cases of Dengue Fever, with 367
cases on the main island of Yap, 27 cases on Ulithi, 2 cases on Fais, 2 cases on Euripik, and 2
cases on Woleai; and

WHEREAS, laboratory testing performed on blood samples sent to US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention have confirmed the presence of Dengue Virus type 2 in Yap
State; and

WHEREAS, the Yap State Department of Health Services is currently investigating the
cause of two deaths in the State possibly related to Dengue Fever; and

WHEREAS, the Yap State Department of Health Services, has encouraged anyone with
symptoms of Dengue Fever to seek medical attention as early as possible, and has provided
outpatient testing and treatment for suspected cases free of charge; and

WHEREAS, due to the severity of the Dengue Fever outbreak and the continued
circulation of the virus in the State, the human and material resources of the Yap State
Department of Health Services have been utilized beyond normal capacity; and







